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The Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) and Human 
Service Advocates Head to Albany 

 
Faith-based and community organizations are calling on state legislators to support policies 

and funding that provide a strong safety net for the most vulnerable. 

 
 
(New York): Today, FPWA, under the leadership of CEO Jennifer Jones Austin, along with 
more than 40 advocates representing small businesses and the human services industry, 
including faith-based and community organizations, are in Albany to advocate for policies 
and funding that promotes economic equality and strengthens the safety net for the most 
vulnerable. Individuals represent a wide range of sectors including worker coop businesses, 
early education, youth services, older adult services, child welfare, workforce development, 
HIV/AIDS services.  
 
“While our economy continues to recover from the recession, the human services industry 
and the people it serves have only seen the economic gap widen,” said Jennifer Jones Austin, 
CEO and Executive Director of the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA). “New 
Yorkers across this state struggle on a daily basis to provide food for their families and 
make ends meet. Families rely on these vital services. If we are a state truly concerned with 
the prosperity of all its residents, it’s critical we continue to provide services that help the 
most vulnerable achieve economic equity.”  
 
Meetings with more than 40 members of the Assembly, Senate and staffers are scheduled 
throughout the day. Talks focus  around the following policy priorities: 
 
• Worker Cooperatives: Worker cooperatives are worker-owned democratically managed 

small businesses. We’ll be calling on legislators to support funding of these existing 
programs to help populations like low-wage workers, women, immigrants and 
formerly incarcerated New Yorkers build wealth and assets. 
 

• Rainy Day Fund: Advocate to reform New York State’s Rainy Day Fund (essentially a 
savings account to protect against budget cuts in economic downturn) to ensure 
that it is used to prevent cuts to human services in future recessions. 
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• Office of Faith-Based Community Development Services: Advocate for the office to 

engage faith leaders in its development, and to set up a fund to provide grants to 
help faith based organizations provide services and support to their communities. 
 

• Sanction Reform: FPWA supports legislation that promotes intervention and 
reengagement efforts as a way of decreasing unfair and erroneous sanctions against 
those receiving public assistance. Such legislation is estimated to save the State $2.5 
million in costs for fair hearing and crisis services.  

 
• Transitional/Subsidized Jobs: Advocate for the Community Jobs Program that would 

use $1.5 billion in bank settlement funds to establish a subsidized employment 
program with a job-training component for some of the lowest-income New 
Yorkers, and those who have encountered barriers to employment. 

 
• Restore Vital Funding for Human Services: While FPWA advocates for safe guards 

against future human service cuts, we recognize that the sector and those they serve 
have not yet recovered from the crippling budget cuts of the recession. We strongly 
advocate for immediate restoration of human service funding and investment in 
sector infrastructure.  

 
 All meetings are scheduled in the Albany Legislative Office Building and Capital. 
 

# # # 
 

 
About FPWA 
The Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) is an anti-poverty, policy, and 
advocacy nonprofit with a membership network of nearly 200 human-service and faith-based 
organizations. FPWA has been a prominent force in New York City's social services system for 
more than 92 years, advocating for fair public policies, collaborating with partner agencies, 
and growing its community-based membership network to meet the needs of New Yorkers. 
Each year through its network of member agencies, FPWA reaches close to 1.5 million New 
Yorkers of all ages, ethnicities, and denominations. FPWA strives to build a city of equal 
opportunity that reduces poverty, promotes upward mobility, and creates shared prosperity 
for all New Yorkers. Visit us at www.fpwa.org and follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 
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